Research and Use the Best
Over the past twelve years, as I’ve built up my businesses and websites, I’ve gone through
various tools, products, and services, always looking for those that are the best in order to
do just what I need them to do.
Part of my strategy is that whatever I use, it needs to be easy to learn and implement. Why
easy? Because with so much else to do, steep learning curves aren’t welcome. Creating
content takes time. It needs to take time to be done properly. Therefore having the right
‘easy’ tools is so important.
Below, I’ll share with you exactly what I am using, and have been using for years. These
have stood the test of time. Many have free plans so that you can try them out. Some have
free forever plans (I love those). Others have plans that are priced better than others,
because price isn’t always a good indication of quality.
Again, for me, easy of use …. and quality … are of utmost importance.
Quality is hard to find. With all the ‘noise’ and ‘chatter’ about what the BEST is (just ask
Google), finding that BEST takes time, effort, and money. I went through lots of time and
effort to find just what was right for me. And, I went through money, as I subscribed to this
one and that one.
Now, though, I’ve scaled it down to these that are really the BEST for me, and I hope, you’ll
find some here that will solve your problems as well.
Being an entrepreneur often means being alone in your research, in your decisions, and in
your implementation. The tools below will make that a bit easier. I’ve done the research,
most have free plans so you can check out your decisions, and if you need help in
implementing them, they all have fantastic support available. And, I’m always available for
help as well.
Blessings
Gerhild Fulson

Website Platform
1. Solo Build It! by SiteSell
I’ve used this platform since 2008 and built my first of many websites there. While SBI!
(Solo Build It!) teaches the best structure for one’s site, with a step-by-step Action Guide,
the biggest reason for its business success is that it enables one to actually build a
business.
Why build a site or a blog when one can actually build a business? Don’t just be a site
that’s found on page 269 of Google. Be an online e-business that actually gets ranked and
found.
SBI! teaches how to prepare your business before you even start building the site. Learn
how to build traffic. Learn different monetization plans. The Support and Forums are
invaluable resources.

Yes, there are hundreds of faster ways than SBI! to put up yet another ineffective site or
blog. But, there’s still no better way to build a winning e-business than with Solo Build it!

*****
Marketing
2. Renae Christine’s Handmade Titan University
This is probably not what you’re thinking.
Renae is considered the leading teacher for handmade businesses online. She has over
700 free trainings that help turn handmade businesses into total successes.

What is a handmade business? One that sells handmade items. BUT, I have totally used
the principals Renae teaches to sell my ebooks and POD (Print on Demand) items from my
e-commerce store.
From an ice cream shop to artists to service industries, many businesses are using her
methods and teachings successfully to sell their wares.
Best of all … most of it is free!
Free is really good when the teachings, workshops, and trainings are as great as Renae’s.
Yes, there is a paid Handmade Titan University course one can purchase, but the
enrollment for that is only open a few times a year. This is part of Renae’s marketing
strategy that she teaches and it works. When she opens the course, people flock to sign
up. That kind of following is what every business needs! And, that’s just part of the
marketing strategy that she teaches.
Take a look at my favorite workshop, her The "No Fail" Handmade Online Business
Formula. It’s what I’ve implemented and it’s made huge changes in the way I do things and
in the success I have.

*****
Print on Demand (POD)
3. Printful
If you want to sell items, such as T-shirts, mugs, wall art, and jewelry, but don't want to
actually make the items, stock the items, or ship the items, POD is just for you. It’s the easy
way to have an online store, without all the work or expense.
There are many POD companies available, but when I chose Printful, it was because their
interface with my e-commerce website was the easiest and their products and printing are
the best. Printful is a white label POD, meaning that your own branding goes on the
product, invoice, and packaging. There is no indication to the customer that Printful was
involved.

I have a WordPress site I built primarily to learn the WP platform and use WooCommerce
as the store plugin. Printful integrates with WooCommerce with a one-click setup. Easy.
Now, when someone buys an item in my store, the total transaction is seamless. The
process goes like this:
I create the design for the mug/t-shirt/etc
I upload the design to Printful.
I update the listing on my site, since Printful already pushed it to my site.
Someone clicks to buy and pays via PayPal or credit cards.
The money is divided automatically to Printful (to print, process, and ship) and to
me (profit)
. Transaction complete.
As you can see, all I really need to do is be creative, in my designs and in keeping my store
looking good. Of course, SEO and marketing are essential to make the store successful,
but my energy can go into this, instead of the actual printing, storing, inventory, shipping,
etc., etc. etc.
Sounds interesting? Give Printful a look and see if it’s something for you to consider.

*****
Graphics
4. PicMonkey
This was the first photo editing program I started using many years ago and I have
watched as it’s evolved into a full-fledged photo program. Yes, I use Photoshop. Yes, I use
Lightroom. Yes, I use Canva. Yes, I use Spark. BUT, I keep coming back to PicMonkey for
my everyday work because … it’s easy.

For instance, if I’m using Canva, which has some really awesome features, I’ll first upload
my photo into PicMonkey so I can properly edit it before I use it in Canva.
There’s a free 7-day trial period, so why not take a look. It really is a simple editor to use for
so many of the normal, everyday-type-of-tasks, such as blog graphics, social media posts
and banners. So much quicker to work with than the other platforms I use. Of course,
there’s a phone app that’s makes things easier, since I primarily use my phone as my
camera.
If you need help to get those product photos right the first time so that there’s less editing
to do, here’s Renae’s free Docutraining video that will give you some great ideas on how
to get those best shots.
If you only want one photo-editing software, then it should be PicMonkey. If you already
use others, then add PicMonkey as a tool to help the rest.

5. InVideo
If you’re new into making videos, you’re going to love InVideo. It’s also quite a new
program, but it’s already making waves with what’s possible to create. With a free forever
plan, it’s a perfect way to enter the video craze.

Why videos? Because they are scroll-stopping. Whether on your website or on social
media, videos that are well done, grab simply attention than still images.
On my main website, I use MediaVine for my ad network (much better income than using
Google Adsense or Ezoic). What’s awesome is that MediaVine will include my videos as a
place to show ads … sort of like Facebook and Youtube do. BUT, and here’s the best part,
these ads REALLY BRING IN THE MONEY!
That’s why having an easy way to make amazing videos is SO important. In InVideo, I can
easily convert these horizontal 16:9 video on my website to a square 1:1 video (which
looks great on Facebook and Instagram) to a vertical 9:6 video perfect for Pinterest.
Since it’s so easy to sign up for their Free Forever plan, do take a look at all InVideo can do
for you.

*****
Email/Newsletter
6. Mailerlite
After using different providers, I finally came across Mailerlite. It provided all the
automation and features I needed and, surprisingly, was cheaper for large lists than the
others I had used and researched.
I’ve used it now for several years. The support I receive, if and when there’s a problem, is
great. The one feature I use regularly is the auto-resend feature, but the rest, including ecommerce tracking are so useful as well. The interface is also available in 8 languages and
that was a huge plus for me, since my newsletters are in English, German, and Portuguese.
With my large email list, the day I changed from Aweber to Mailerlite, I saved $1,600/year!
That was a good wake-up call to constantly check the different programs and partners one
is signed up with, not just for email, but across the board. Pricing isn’t everything, but it is
good not to get complacent in what one is using. Checking the available features, even
downgrading at times, is helpful.

There is a great Free Forever plan as well, which is perfect for those starting out. However,
if you have a large list, like I have, then you’ll be very happy as well. Give Mailerlite a look
and see if their options match your requirements.

*****
Scheduling Tools
7. Tailwind
Probably the best-known scheduling tool for Pinterest and Instagram is Tailwind. Along
with uploading and scheduling, the analytics provided help in designing a course of
action. Tailwind Tribes is a helpful way to connect Pinners who are using Tailwind with each
other to help each other find useful pins to repin and share.
New is their Smart Loop program, which enables one to set up a repeating schedule. In
other words, set it once and forget it and it will go on as long as you have paid your fees.
Actually, even though it is as easy as ‘set it and forget it’, this is not the optimum way to
handle Social Media. But, it does make the re-pinning on an established schedule a
possibility and is a great timesaver.
One great plus is the amazing info that’s contained in the Tailwind Blog. It really keeps upto-date with all the changes at Pinterest and Instagram, and provides the latest changes.
Article examples such as how to do SEO for Pinterest … yes, it’s different from Google …
will help with increasing your Pin engagement and resulting traffic to your website.
Check out Tailwind if you’re wanting to schedule to Pinterest and/or Instagram. In fact,
you’ll even be able to push your posts to Facebook and Twitter as well.

8. Postplanner
This is what I’ve used for years to schedule to both Facebook and Twitter and find it the
best! In fact, this is way more than a scheduler. Postplanner actually helps you find and
create posts that fit perfectly with your niche.

You can almost set your posts onto autopilot with this tool. Scheduling and recycling and
being able to share across multiple pages and groups, makes this an easy way to do social.
There’s a recommendation engine that shows top performing content making for easy
curating and reposting.
The analytics makes it easy to reshare well liked or engaging posts. Of course, the support
available is tops.
Wanting to make your Facebook and Twitter posting easier? Check out Postplanner and
although there is no free plan, the starter plan is only $3/month. That’s a bargain!

*****
Analytics
9. Statcounter
Once you have everything set up and running, how can you tell if it is working? The most
popular way is by using Google Analytics (GA). You’ll first need to set up an account with
them and then insert the GA code onto your site. Then, you’ll need to figure out how to
actually use GA and that can be a real challenge! Do-able. But, there is a learning curve.
Easier is to install the Statcounter code. The analytics are right there, easy to see, and easy
to understand.
I’ve been using Statcounter since the beginning and rarely have the need to check my GA
account. The Statcounter free plan is really all that’s needed, although there’s an awesome
paid version that has some amazing features.
Even if you’re using GA, add Statcounter to your site. It will give you those immediate
analytic results that you can work with right away!
PS: no learning curve.

*****

Free Fonts, Designs, & Videos
Finding fonts, designs, and videos that are free and available to use for commercial
purposes has been a challenge, up until now. Below, are my favorite ones. When you sign
up to these, you’ll get weekly/monthly emails with freebies, such as fonts, designs, videos,
etc., that you can use for your site or your POD products.
Use them to create ads and multimedia projects. Your creativity will shine when you have
help like this.

10. Sign up for these:
Font Bundles
Design Bundles
MixKit Videos
There are many free photo sites, such as Pixabay, Unsplash and Pexels. Whether you use
these, or the ones mentioned above, always check the copyright and licensing to make
sure you can legally use the files for commercial use.

Affiliate Disclosure: Fulson Web Publishing only promotes products/services that we
actually use. We are independently owned and the opinions expressed here are our own.
This publication contains affiliate links, which means we may receive a small commission, at
no cost to you, if you make a purchase through a link. You should always perform due
diligence before buying any products/services online.

